THE  COMING OF  THE  MACHINE

This was Canning in his gentler moods, and well might
Lord Strangford, who had just incurred a severe repri-
mand for a blunder at St. Petersburg, write to Bagot:

"Happy man, that you are, to swig your curacoa in
peace, and to be able to open your despatches without
the fear of their actually exploding in your face."

The eighteenth century was not yet at an end.
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